
Southington Soccer Club



Agenda

ÅWhy a town hall style meeting?

Å Introductions & Announcements

ÅPlayer Evaluations

Å Game and Practice Protocol

Å Risk Management

Å Volunteerism

Å Soccer Organizations

Å Upcoming Events

ÅFuture Plans

ÅHow Teams are Formed

ÅQ & A

Å Team Break-Outs



Why a town hall style meeting?

In the past held separate parents/guardian meetings per 

teamé

Town Hall benefits:

ÅConsistent means to share information with everyone

ÅFosters a broader dialog between all SSC members

ÅOne meeting for parents/guardians with multiple children 

in the program



Introductions

ÅBoard of Directors

ÅCoaching Director

ÅSpecial Projects & Communications Director

ÅClub Founder

ÅCoaches

ÅScholarship Recipients

ÅSpecial Guest



Introductions ïBoard of Directors

ÅPresident ïAns Swanson

ÅFirst Vice President ïEric Waltz

ÅSecond Vice President ïSteve Risser

ÅTreasurer ïDale Ianni

ÅSecretary ïJim Imme

Note:  All SSC positions with exception to the Coaching Director are non-

paid volunteer positions.  We do it for the love of the kids and the 

love of the game!



Board of Directors ïAns Swanson

Å Coaching director and coached in the Southington Youth Soccer 

League

Å Coached SSC Girls, St. Thomas Boys, Conard H-S

Å Co-Founder of the Southington High-School Girls soccer program

Å Started and coached Cheshire High-School soccer

Å Holds a ñDò coaching license 

Å Referee for 26 years

Å High-School referee for 6 years

Å Referee Assignor for 10 years

Å Brazil tour of 2005 and 2006

Å 7th president of the SSC

Å 35 years of soccer volunteerism

Å 2007 CT Soccer Hall of Fame



Board of Directors ïEric Waltz

ÅPlayed varsity soccer in college

ÅCoached in the Youth League and SSC

ÅHolds an ñEò coaching license 

ÅBoard of Director since 2004

ÅTeams coached won many league championships and 

tournaments

ÅCoached team to CT State Division 3 Premier 

championship

ÅBrazil Tour 2005 with U15 Girls team



Board of Directors ïSteve Risser

ÅPlayed varsity soccer in college

ÅCoached Bristol Youth Soccer, Southington Youth 

Soccer, SSC, and Assistant Coach at SHS

ÅBoard member for two years

ÅU.S. Referee Assigner for two years

ÅU.S. Referee for two years



Board of Directors ïDale Ianni

ÅPlayed varsity soccer at Edinboro Univ. of PA

ÅCoached in the Youth League and SSC

ÅSouthington Youth League Board member since 2001

ÅSYSL Divisional Coordinator for age 7 & 8 ï2001-2007

ÅSSC Board of Director since 2001

ÅSSC facility maintenance

ÅHolds ñEò coaching license

ÅBrazil Tour 2006 with U16 Boys team



Board of Directors ïJim Imme

ÅPlayed varsity soccer at Quinnipiac University

ÅPlays men's over 30 soccer

ÅHolds E coaching license

ÅSSC U10 Coach

ÅBoard member since 2008



Coaching Director ïCarlos Silva

ÅPlayed amateur and professional soccer in Brazil and 

Portugal 

ïPlayed for Santos Futebol Club ïThe home of ñPeleò

ÅCoached for New Rochelle in NY, Brookfield, Soccer 

Extreme, and five years for SSC

ÅHolds U.S. National Youth coaching license

ÅHolds Brazilian National Institute of Soccer ñCò license

ÅNSCAA Regional License

ÅState Professional Soccer Coaching License in Brazil



Special Projects & Communications Director ï

Walter Swanson

ÅPlaying for 32 years, original player on one of the very 

first SYSL teams

ÅHolds a ñEò coaching license

ÅJust completed 36 hour course for the U.S. National ñDò 

coaching license

ÅWas a J.V. Coach for Cheshire High-School Girls team

ÅSoccer coach in Southington Youth League and SSC



Founder ïBob Swanson

ÅPlayer for 55 years

ÅSemi-Pro player in the Netherlands ï1962-1964

ÅStarted with Joe Laport in the first year of the Southington 

Youth Soccer League as a coach

Å Founded the SSC

ÅHolds a ñDò coaching license

ÅReferee for 26 years

Å High-School Referee 2 years

ÅSSC facility maintenance 

Å35 years of soccer volunteerism

Å 2001 CT Soccer Hall of Fame



Coaches

Å All coaches trained in First-Aid and CPR 

Å All coaches, except first year coaches, hold a coaching license

Team Head Coach AssistantCoach

Development Sal Penta Mike Shea

Girls U10 Blue JimImme Kevin Huber 

GirlsU10 White Walter Swanson

Girls U10 Red Cathy DePonte

Boys U10 Lee Johnson

Girls U11 Blue Mark Maciejewski Tom Meehan

Girls U11 White John Goulet Duffy Worth

BoysU11 Mike Shea MendoBajrami

Girls U12 Peter Gazaferi

Boys U12 Dieter Drexler Scott Eaton



Coaches (continued)

Team Head Coach AssistantCoach

Girls U13 WalterSwanson Roger Mellitt

Boys U14 Kevin Bruemmer

GirlsU15 Carlos Silva

Boys U16 Rich Conway Brett Powell

Girls U19 Steve Risser Eric Waltz

Boys U19 Dale Ianni Bob Swanson

ÅSpecial thanks toé

ïCindy Albiach for providing administrative support for many of 

our teams

ïall of the team mothers associated with the girls teams

ïU19 players assisting with the Development program



Scholarships

ÅGirls Recipient:

ÅBoys Recipient:

Victoria Deckert

Michael Shaughnessy



Guest Speaker ïAustin Daniels

Å Director of coaching for the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association

Å Assistant coach for Central CT State University Menôs Soccer Team

Å Austin is going to speak to you abouté

Youth Player Development



Player Development Schemes In Soccer Clubs

ñThere are many people, particularly in sports who think 

that success and excellence are the same thing and they 

are not the same thing.  Excellence is something that is 

lasting and dependable and largely within a personôs 

controléIf you strive for excellence, you will probably be 

successful eventuallyépeople who put excellence in first 

place have the patience to end up with success..  An 

additional burden for the victim of the success mentality 

is that he/she is threatened by success of others and 

presents real excellence.  In contrast the person 

fascinated by quality is excited when he/she sees it in 

other.ò

Joe Paterno ïPenn State football coach ï1990



Player Development ïPractice

Age Group Frequency Duration Ratio

U6 1 day/week 45 minutes 1:1 or 0:1

U8 1 day/week 45-60 minutes 1:1

U10 2 days/week 60 minutes 2:1

U12 2-3 days/week 60-75minutes 2-3:1



Player Evaluations

Å SSC is committed to the continuing development of its players and their 

respective technical and tactical skills.

Å Club professional coach and SSC Coaching Director Carlos Silva 

implemented a structure and system for player evaluation last fall in 

conjunction with the SSC coaches.

Å The structure and system that we implemented is based upon the U.S. 

National Youth player evaluation program

Å Implementation of the system continues during this current 2010 spring 

season with players written receiving skills evaluations from their coaches 

the last week of April and the first week of June.

Å This player evaluation system is a relatively unique service for CJSA classic 

town travel programs and we are excited about the prospects for improved 

player development from the beginning of the season to the end.

Å Thank you to all of our coaches this spring in advance for working with 

Carlos and the SSC in continuing the implementation of this valuable player 

development tool.



Game and Practice Protocol

Å Always

ï Proper soccer attire:  shorts, jersey, shin guards, soccer socks, soccer 

cleats, and NO jewelry, hard hair accessories (e.g., barrettes, bobby 

pins, etc.)

ï Ball, properly inflated

ï Contact the coach if the player will not be at practice or a game 

Å SSC Parentsô Checklist

ïPlease do not ñcoachò your players from the sidelines but 

encouragement and cheering is always welcome

ï Stay behind field sideline barriers on Fields 1 and 2 and 5-7 yards off 

the touch and goal lines on Field 3 and for all 8v8 shortened field games 

(U10, U11, and U12 matches)

ïPlease do not ñrefereeò and please be supportive of the referee

ï Everyone associated with the SSC is an ambassador for the club and 

for the town of Southington please be the best ambassador that you can 

be



Risk Management 

Itôs all about protecting 

the players and the 

coaches!



Risk Management 

ÅAll coaches submit to background Checks through CJSA

ÅMale coaches of female teams:

ïAn adult female must be at all practices and sidelines 

during games. 

ïCoaches cannot drive a player home 

ïCoaches will not leave the park until all players have 

been collected 

ïCoaches will not wait in car with a player 

ïCoaches will ask the adult female to wait with him 

until the parent/guardian arrives

ÅAll coaches should be aware of a playerôs medical 

condition



Global/State Soccer Organizations

Federation International 
Football Association (FIFA)

US Soccer Federation

Connecticut Junior Soccer 
Association (CJSA)

CJSA South 
Central District

Southington 
Soccer Club

World-wide governing body for 
soccer.
www.fifa.com

Governing body for soccer in USA.
www.ussoccer.com

Governing body for youth soccer 
in Connecticut.
www.cjsa.org

Body that oversees youth soccer 
for the south central district of 
CJSA.
www.eteamz.com/cjsa-scd

Club that provides competitive 
travel soccer for the youth of 
Southington.
www.southingtonsoccer.com

Note: Each organization is governed by the policies and rules of each organization above it. 

http://www.fifa.com/
http://www.ussoccer.com/
http://www.cjsa.org/
http://www.eteamz.com/cjsa-scd
http://www.eteamz.com/cjsa-scd
http://www.eteamz.com/cjsa-scd
http://www.southingtonsoccer.com/


Southingtonôs Soccer Organizations

ÅWithin Southington there are two soccer organizations 

available for the townôs youth

ïSouthington Soccer Club (SSC)

ïSouthington Youth Soccer League (SYSL)

ÅThere are many of the same individuals that volunteer at 

a leadership and coaching level between the two 

organizations BUT there are key differences between 

the two organizations

ÅLetôs take a look at the differencesé



Southington Soccer Organizations (continued)

SSC SYSL

Ages U6ςU19 U6ςU14

Focus Competitive Recreational, no standings kept

Logistics Travelwithin CT (and beyond) Southington only

Tryouts/Rankings Yes No

Playing Time Performance based Evenly distributed

Player Positions Skillbased Play all/mostpositions

TeamStructure Gender segregated Some co-ed

Tournaments Yes No

Coaches Licensed Yes Not requiredand most are not

Seasons Fall, Indoor, Spring Fall

Sanctioned CT Jr. Soccer Association None

Note: For SSC with the younger ages (U6 ïU10) playing time and player positions are 

similar to the SYSL.



Volunteerism

ÅPlease get involved!

ÅConcession Stand costs help defray increasing costs of 

year round program

ÅIf you have an idea please bring it to our attention so we 

can consider it during our Club Meetings



Upcoming Events

ÅPlayer Clinic with Central CT State Univ. Men's Soccer 

Team

ïHead Coach of CCSU, Shaun Green will bring his Menôs Soccer 

Team to Southington 

ïMay 1, 2010, 9:00 AM ï10:30 AM

ÅGoal Keeper Clinics

ïMondays 5:30 PM ï6:30 PM, Starting April 26th

ïRun by Carlos Silva, SSC Coaching Director

ÅCoaches' Club

ïA forum for coaches and assistants to stay connected and to 

learn from one another

ïRun by Carlos Silva, SSC Coaching Director

ïMondays 6:30 PM ï8:00 PM



Upcoming Events (continued)

ÅPrivate Training Sessions

ïBegin week of July 26, 2010

ïSessions are one hour, twice a week for four weeks

ïFor ages U9 ïU19

ï$125.00 fee per player

ïLimited to six players per group.  First come first serve

ïCoached by SSCôs Director of Coaching ïCarlos Silva

ïPlease take a handout

ïInformation and forms are also available on the SSC website



Future Plans ïYear Round Program

Å SSC is maintaining its goal of being a year round soccer 

organization -- We believe that keeping a player engaged and, when 

possible, a team together year round will raise the level of 

competiveness and enhance the development of the players within 

the clubé

Å ébut, we understand that may not always be possible; therefore, we 

are continuing to offer the services to support a year round program 

with the ability to register Ála Cart for each of year round SSC 

services

Å Unlike 2009/2010 where there was a single annual registration there 

will be separate registrations for each of three main offerings (Fall 

Outdoor, Winter Indoor, and Spring Outdoor) as well as for special 

services (e.g., Private Training)

Å We are enhancing our current offerings and as such the fees will be 

changing (Specifics are TBD at the point-in-time ïTarget Fall 2010)



Future Plans ïYear Round Program (cont.)
ÅAnnual Schedule of Services:

ïFall Outdoor 

ÅWhatôs the same?  U9 ïU14 (Games)  

ÅWhatôs new? Indoor Practices (åMid/Late Fall to continue practice 

for the outdoor fall season and to begin to prepare for indoor) and 

U6 ïU8 Development

ïWinter Indoor 

ÅWhatôs the same?  U10 ïU19 games  

ÅWhatôs new?  Indoor Practices and U6 ïU8 Development

ïSpring Outdoor

ÅWhatôs the same?  U6 ïU8 Development, U9 ïU19 (Games, CT 

Cup, and Tournaments)

ÅWhatôs new?  Indoor Practices (åLate Winter/Early Spring to 

prepare for the spring outdoor season)

ïSpecial

ÅWhatôs the same?  Private Training Session (Summer) ïU9 ïU19



How Teams are Formed

ÅGoal of the SSC:

ïProvide a place to play soccer for the youth of Southington

ïField as many teams that we can that will be competitive within 

our district of the CJSA

ÅWhen forming teams that align with the goal of the SSC 

we must take into account:

ïThe total number of registered players per season

ïTheir Age

ïTheir Ability

ÅIn addition, decisions are made for what is best for the 

SSC holistically and NOT what is best just for a single 

season, single team, or a single player



How Teams are Formed (continued)

ÅAlso, other factors to consider:  

ïAge groupings defined by the CJSA are NOT based upon the 

calendar year or school grade

ïDuring the fall season High-School players are not permitted to 

play travel soccer

ïSeasonal sports; for example, baseball in the spring

ÅIf we have enough for multiple teams within an age 

division, need to move players to an older team, or have 

too many players for one team but not more...

ïPlayer Ranking; this is where the Player Evaluations come into 

play

ïTryouts, if necessary



How Teams are Formed (continued)

ÅFinally, teams are entered into the district where they 

areé

ïSlotted into an age division based upon the number of 

teams entered from all of the towns for each age 

division (e.g., U15 may be in U16 division if there isnôt 

enough U15 teams entered)

ïRanked which are based upon the teams prior season 

record and the composition of the current team being 

entered.



Future Plans ïPremier Soccer

ÅPlanned for Fall 2010

ÅWhat is the CT Premier League? 

ÅEvaluating teams during the Spring 2010 Season

ÅTargeting younger ages (e.g., U11, U12) to grow in the 

future 

ÅStarting slow

ÅSSC not looking to become a Premier Club

ÅTeam will have its own premier identity (e.g., different 

uniform, different  tournaments) 

ÅFull commitment: Fall ïWinter ïSpring 

ÅCoached by professional coach Carlos Silva



Future Plans ïSSC Website Expansion

Note:  SSC Webmaster ïMike Shea



Future Plans ïSSC Website Expansion (cont.)

ÅContinue to grow and utilize the web 

ÅTeam sub-sites ïNear future capability

ïSchedules, game scores, tournament details, directions, etc.

ÅRetail/Store

ïPurchase SSC Merchandise (e.g., Bags, Warm-Ups, etc.) ï

Current capability

ïPurchase Uniforms ïPlanned future capability

ÅAdvanced capabilities

ïForms ïCurrent capability, expanded in the future

ïRegistration ïPlanned future capability



Future Plans ïBrazil Trip

ÅTargeted for 2011

ÅLooking at teams of age U14 and older

ÅSSC Brought Two Teams in the Past

ïU15 Girls ï2005

ïU16 Boys ï2006

ÅGreat mix of soccer, Brazilian history and culture 

and most importantly fun!



Future Plans ïBrazil Trip (continued)



Future Plans ïBrazil Trip (continued)  


